TEXTUAL

INTRODUCTION OF

THE BRITISH ISLES




Activity 1

Physical Geography




The British Isles are a group of islands on the north-west coast of Europe.

The largest islands are Great Britain and Ireland.




Seas




Rivers and Lakes

Rivers are short but navigable
(Trent, Severn, Thames, Ouse, Tyne, Avon. Humber)




Many important ports at the estuaries (Liverpool, Bristol, London)

Small lakes of glacial origin
(Lochness Lake, Neagh Lake)

[.och” 1s a Scottish Gaelic word for a lake,” ™

[Loch Ness 1s a large lake in Northern

Scotland. It 1s about 35 km long and 1500

meters wide. The average depth of the lake is

.about 400 meters

UNITED KINGDOM

Plains and hills to the south-east



Mountains to the west and to the north
(Higlands, Grampians, Pennines, Cambrians)

The mountains are very old, so they are not very high

Ben Nevis (Scotland)

IRELAND

Almost entirely flat or hilly




Many lakes in the Central Plain
(Lough Ree, Lough Mask, Lough Corrib)

The main mountain range is in the south

Rivers: Shannon, Barrow, Blackwater

Ireland = Emerald Island.

Activity 2




Political Geography

From a political point of view the area is divided into the United Kingdom (Great

Britain and Northern Ireland) and the Republic of Ireland (Eire)
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UNITED KINGDOM

Form of Government

Constitutional monarchy

The UK is part of the European Union but its currency is still the pound, not the euro.

Four largely autonomous regions: Scotland. England, Wales and Northern Ireand

Queen Elizabeth Il

Capital cities

England= London
Wales® Cardiff
Scotland® Edinburgh

Northern Ireland® Belfast




Main cities

London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham

Language and religion

English (official language) + Welsh and Scottish Gaelic in Scotland and Wales.
English is a Germanic language, Gaelic is a Celtic language.
Most widespread religion: Anglicanism (a form of Protestantism).

Some Catholics in Northern Ireland and Presbyterians in Scotland

Primary and secondary sectors

» Advanced agriculture (cereals, potatoes, sugar beet) + sheep breeding and fishing
» Coal deposits and oil (in the North Sea)
» Industrial Revolution

» Automotive, aerospace, chemical and food industry.

Patron Saints

England® St. George
Wales® St. David
Scotland® St. Andrew

Northern Ireland® St. Patrick

National Animals

England= the lion
Wales® the red dragon

Scotland® the unicorn



Floral Emblems

England® the rose
Wales® the daffodil
Scotland® the thistle

Northern Ireland® the flax

Mottos

England® Dieu et mon droit (God and my right)
Wales® Cymru am byth (Wales forever)
Scotland® In Defens (In Defence)

Northern Ireland® Quis separabit? (Who will separate us?)

The British Flag

Making the Union Jack
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THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND (eire)

Form of Government

Parliamentary republic

It’s part of the European Union and has adopted the Euro

Language and religion

The first official language is Irish, but English is the most spoken language.

Main religion: Catholicism (St. Patrick).

Capital city

Dublin

Main cities

Galway, Cork, Limerick, Waterford

Primary and tertiary sectors

» Primary sector: very important, especially cattle and ovine breeding
» Traditional industries: food, drinks and textiles

» Modern industries: electronics and pharmaceutical

> Tertiary sector: trade and tourism




Patron Saint

St. Patrick

National Animal

the stag

Floral Emblem

the shamrock

Motto

Fe Mhoid Bheith Saor (Sworn to be free)

The Irish Flag




Activity 3

Tasks about

activity 1 and 2

TASK 1

Complete the text with the following words:

Europe Isles coast United islands Great point Republic

The British ................ are a group of ............. on the north-west ............ of ............
The largest islands are ............. Britain and Ireland.
From a political ............. of view the area is ........... into the ............. Kingdom (Great
Britain and Northern Ireland) and the ............ of Ireland (Eire).

TASK 2




Solve the anagrams

leswa e
glnedna L
cosltnad R
lareidn L

the rose

the daffodil

the thistle

the shamrock

TASK 4




Find the words in the word search box vertically and

horizontally

river sea lake mountain language religion motto
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FASE 2

VISUAL

INTRODUCTION
OF




THE BRITISH ISLES

Activity 1

Videos about the British Isles

Watch this video:

Lecture 1 - UK — Geography

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgG1lqgkaGofc

Now watch another video:

Lecture 6 - UK - Present Day Britain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZD8DfY21EIl




Activity 2

TASK 1

After watching the videos, do the following activity:

COMPLETE THE SENTENCES WITH THE RIGHT WORD

The national flag of UK is the

The colour of England is

Northern Ireland is part of the

You can find the longest city name of the world in

The most famous English universities are and




The two main parties are and

The Prime Minister is

Margareth Thatcher’s nickname is the

Activity 3

Watch these videos and discuss in group

From: “Exam Trainer- High Spirits” (E.Sharman):
Northern Ireland

Saint Patrick

Activity 4 (GROUP

ACTIVITY)

Select a video and write some questions about it.

From: “Culture up” (Susan Burns):




London

The Industrial Revolution

The Scottish traditions

The British school sistem

TASK 1

After watching the videos, make questions about them in groups and exchange

the questions among each group.

Activity 5

ACTIVITY 5 (GROUP ACTIVITY)

Explain to your schoolmates the content of your selected video




ENGLISH

TEST

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

e\What are the Birtish Isles?

eWhich are the largest islands?

eHow is Ireland called?

e\What is the United Kingdom made up of?

eWhat is Great Britain made up of?

eHow is the British flag called?




CHOOSE WHICH ONE IS

CORRECT

The patron saint of Scotland is:

O St. George
O St. David

O St. Andrew

The National animal of England is:

O the red dragon
O the lion

O the unicorn

The floral emblem of Wales is:

O the daffodil
O the rose

O the shamrock



The motto of Northern Ireland is:

O Dieu et mon droit (God and my right)
O In Defens (In Defence)

O Quis separabit? (Who will separate us?)

SAY IF THE SENTENCES ARE TRUE OR FALSE

“t The UK isn’t a constitutional monarchy.

*r The UK currency is the pound.

5t The UK religion isn’t Anglicanism.

5t The Republic of Ireland is also called Eire

* The Republic of Ireland isn’t a parliamentary republic.

5t The Irish flag is green, white and orange.

*Trent, Severn and Thames aren’t British rivers.

“r Ben Nevis is in Scotland.

5t Loch Ness is a large lake in England.

FALSE



